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HOW TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
IN CONGRESS

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and

representative voted on issues that matter to you. Contact them regularly and
let them know where you stand. Your message may

be as simple as the samples below:

Addresses:

The Honorable ...
United States Senate

Washington, DC20510

The Honorable ...
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC20515

Sample letter/e-mail:

Dear Senator/Rep. ...
| am writing to ask you to support/vote against ...
(issue, bill #, if you know ).

This issue is important and deserves your attention.

Sincerely,

Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121

Sample phone call:

“Hello. My nameis ..., and.l'am a con-
stituent. | would like to register my opinion on the issue of

along to Senator/Rep. ...
Thank you.”

E-mail: www.congress.org provides access to all elected officials. To contact
your senators and representative, just enter your zip code.

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials after a vote

has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes is as important as express-

ing disapproval for unfavorable ones.

Calls, mail, faxes and email are tallied.

They do make a difference.

JaC

Education Foundation

The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education Foundation,
P. 0. Box 541, Highland Park, Illinois 60035.

For more information, email info@jaceducationfoundation.org. Contributions to the
JAC Education Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(¢)(3).

ABOUT THIS VOTER GUIDE

This is Volume XVI, Number 1 of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,
published at least once a year by the JAC Education Foundation. The Voter
Guide is for informational purposes only and is not intended to influence the
outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or

defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.

The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help you
understand the issues before the 118th Congress, to communicate your
opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an informed
participant in the political process.

ABOUT THE JAC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage

the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish

concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy and igno-
rance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take elections for granted:
we must educate ourselves, register and vote, and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement through
knowledge of:

* how to be an effective advocate
* which legislative issues are important
* what Congressional action has been taken

ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL INDEX

This is a record of how each member of the United States Congress voted

on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the JAC Education
Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities who monitor these
issues. Read the vote descriptions. Examine the Congressional index to learn
how members of Congress voted. These votes indicate where members of
Congress stand on key issues.

To download a copy of this voter guide, go to www.jacedfund.com.



United States Senate

DESCRIPTION OF SENATE VOTES

1) §J Res 10 - A joint resolution to nullify the interim final rule issued  4) PN 39 - Confirmation of Geeta Rao Gupta, of Virginia, to be
by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) titled "Reproductive Ambassador at Large for Global Women's Issues. Confirmed 51-47, May
Health Services" and published on September 9, 2022. This rule 10,2023.
authorizes the VA to provide certain abortion-related care to veterans. The rule also
applies to such care provided to beneficiaries under the Civilian Health & Medical
Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) Rejected 48-51, April 19,

5) HJ Res 44 - Providing for Congressional disapproval of the rule
submitted by the ATF relating to 'Factoring Criteria for Firearms
with Attached 'Stabilizing Braces." This resolution would nullify the rule

2023.
issued by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) that establishes
2) §) Res 4 - A joint resolution removing the deadline for the ariteria for determining whether a firearm equipped with a stabilizing brace that
ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment/Cloture. This resolution facilitates shoulder fire is subject to regulation under the National Firearms Act. Failed

provides that the Equal Rights Amendment, which prohibits discrimination on the basis 49-50, June 22, 2023.
of sex, was ratified by three-fourths of the states and is therefore a valid constitutional
amendment, regardless of any time limit that was in the original proposal. Rejected
51-47 (Three fifths of the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture), April 27, 2023.

3) §) Res 11 - A joint resolution to nullify the Environmental
Protection Agency rule relating to Control of Air Pollution from
New Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle Standards
(88 Fed. Reg. 4296) published on January 24, 2023. The rule modifies
emission standards to reduce air pollution, including ozone and particulate matter, from
heavy-duty engines and vehicles. Passed 50-49, April 26, 2023. Vetoed on June 21, 2023.
Veto override failed 50-50.

filibuster:

An attempt to block or delay Senate action
on a bill or other matter. This parliamentary
procedure extends debate over a proposed
piece of legislation, allowing one or ‘more
members to delay or entirely prevent a vote
on the proposal.

cloture:

A formal Senate procedure for breaking a
filibuster. Cloture requires three-fifths of the
Senate (60 members) vote for the procedure
to pass. If passed, cloture places a time limit
for debate on a bill, at the end of whic

the bill comes up for a vote. Additionally, a
i)assed cloture vote overcomes a filibuster.
f a cloture vote fails, the bill will not come
up for a full vote in the Senate. A “no” vote
can be seen as a vote opposing the bill.




ALABAMA
Tuberville
Britt

ALASKA
Murkowski
Sullivan

ARIZONA
Kelly
Sinema

ARKANSAS
Boozman
Cotton

CALIFORNIA
Feinstein
Padilla

CoLorADO
Bennet
Hickenlooper

CoNNECTICUT
Blumenthal
Murphy

DELAWARE
Carper
Coons

FLoRIDA
Rubio
Scott

GEORGIA
Ossoff
Warnock

Hawai
Hirono
Schatz

IpaHo
Crapo
Risch

ILLINOIS
Duckworth
Durbin

INDIANA
Braun
Young

lowa
Ernst
Grassley

Kansas
Moran
Marshall

KenTucky
McConnell
Paul

Louisiana
Cassidy
Kennedy

Maine
Collins
King

MaRYLAND
Cardin
Van Hollen

MassACHUSETTS
Markey
Warren

= =

MicHIGAN
Peters
Stabenow

MINNESOTA
Klobuchar
Smith

Mississippi
Hyde-Smith
Wicker

Missouri
Schmitt
Hawley

MonNTANA
Daines
Tester

NEBRASKA
Fischer
Ricketts

NEvapa
Cortez-Masto
Rosen

New HAMPSHIRE
Hassan
Shaheen

NEw JERsEY
Booker
Menendez

New Mexico
Heinrich
Lujan

New York
Gillibrand
Schumer

NortH CAROLINA
Budd
Tillis

NortH Dakota
Cramer
Hoeven

OHio
Brown
Vance

OKLAHOMA
Mullin
Lankford

OREGON
Merkley
Wyden

PENNSYLVANIA
Casey
Fetterman

RuopE IsLanD
Reed
Whitehouse

SouTH CAROLINA
Graham
Scott

SoutH Dakota
Rounds
Thune

TENNESSEE
Blackburn
Hagerty




United States Senate

Texas
Cornyn
Cruz

Ut
Lee
Romney

VERMONT
Welch
Sanders

VIRGINIA
Kaine
Warner

WASHINGTON
Cantwell
Murray

WEesT VIRGINIA
Capito
Manchin

Wisconsin
Baldwin

Johnson

WyoMinG
Barrasso
Lummis

Democrats
Republicans

Independents
Y = “Yes” (vote in favor of the mea-

sure described in vote descrip-
tion)

N = “No” (vote against the measure
described in vote description)

NV = No vote recorded on the
measure described in vote
description

Blank space indicates that person was
not in office when votes were cast.



U.S. House of Representatives

DESCRIPTION OF HOUSE VOTES

1) HR 5 - Parents Bill of Rights. A bill to establish 'rights" of parents of public

school students including the ability to review, copy, and challenge educational
materials and books, and requires public schools to obtain parental consent before
allowing elementary or middle school children to change gender markers, pronouns, or
preferred name on forms or relating to sex-based accommodations. Passed 213-208,
March 24, 2023.

2)HR 734 - Protection of Women & Girls in Sports Act. A bill to generally

prohibit school athletic programs from allowing individuals whose biological sex at
birth was male to participate in programs that are for women or girls. Passed 219-203,
April 20, 2023.

3) HR 2811 - Limit, Save, Grow Act of 2023. Abill to increase the federal debt

limit and decrease spending. It would also repeal several energy tax credits, modify the
permitting process and other requirements for energy projects, expand work credits
for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and other programs, and nullify
regulations for the cancellation of federal student loan debt. Passed 217-215, April
26,203.

4) HR 3099 Special Envoy for the Abraham Accords. A bill to establish the

position of Special Envoy for the Abraham Accords within the Department of State. The
Special Envoy shall serve as the primary advisor to the U.S. government for expanding
and strengthening the Abraham Accords. Passed 413-13, June 13, 2023.

5) §) Res 11 - A joint resolution to nullify the Environmental

Protection Agency rule relating to Control of Air Pollution from
New Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle Standards
(88 Fed. Reg. 4296) published on January 24, 2023. The rule modifies
emission standards to reduce air pollution, including ozone and particulate matter,
from heavy-duty engines and vehicles. Passed 221-203, May 23, 2023. Vetoed by
President Biden. Senate veto override failed 50-50, June 21, 2023.

6) S) Res 44 - Providing for Congressional disapproval of the rule

submitted by the ATF relating to 'Factoring Criteria for Firearms
with Attached 'Stabilizing Braces.' This resolution would nullfy the
rule issued by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) that
establishes criteria for determining whether a firearm equipped with a stabilizing
brace that facilitates shoulder fire is subject to regulation under the National Firearms
Act. Passed 219-210 June 13, 2023.

7) H Con Res 57 - Expressing the sense of Congress supporting the State

of Israel. This resolution declares that Israel is not a racist or apartheid state; rejects
all forms of antisemitism, and declares that the United States will always be a staunch
supporter of Israel. Passed 412-9, July 18, 2023.



ALABAMA
Carl

Moore
Rogers

Aderholt
Strong
Palmer
Sewell

ALASKA
a-1 Peltola

ARIZONA
Schweikert
Crane
Gallego
Stanton
Biggs
Ciscomani
Grijalva
Lesko
Gosar

N AR N~
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ARKANSAS

1 Crawford
2 Hill

3 Womack

4 Westerman

CALIFORNIA
LaMalfa
Huffman
Kiley
Thompson
McClintock
Bera
Matsui
Garamendi
Harder

10 DeSaulnier
11 Pelosi

12 Lee

13 Duarte

14 Swalwell
15 Mullin

16 Eshoo

17 Khanna
18 Lofgren
19 Panetta
20 McCarthy
21 Costa

22 Valadao
23 Obernolte
24 Carbajal
25 Ruiz

26 Brownley
27 Garcia

28 Chu

29 Cérdenas
30 Schiff

31 Napolitano
32 Sherman
33 Aguilar
34 Gomez
35 TTorres

36 Lieu

37 Kamlager-Dove
38 Sanchez, L.
39 Takano
40 Kim

41 Calvert
42 Garcia

43 Waters

44 Barragin
45 Steel
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46
47
48
49
50
51
52

Correa
Porter
Issa
Levin
Peters
Jacobs
Vargas
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CoLoRrADO

o N Oy A N~

DeGette
Neguse
Boebert
Buck
Lamborn
Crow
Pettersen
Caraveo

=== =<==

CoNNECTICUT

LA L N~

Larson
Courtney
Delauro
Himes
Hayes

=====

DELAWARE
a-l Blunt-Rochester N

FLoRIDA

N o~

Gaetz
Dunn
Cammack
Bean
Rutherford
Waltz
Mills
Posey
Soto
Frost
Webster
Bilirakis
Luna
Castor
Lee
Buchanan
Steube
Franklin
Donalds

N
Y
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Y
Y
Y
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N
N
Y
Y
Y
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Y
Y
Cherfilus-McCormick N

21 Mast
22 Frankel
23 Moskowitz
24 Wilson

Y
N

NV

N

25 Whasserman Schuliz N

26 Diaz-Balart
27 Salazar
28 Gimenez

GEORGIA
1 Carter, E.
2 Bishop

3 Ferguson

4 Johnson

5 Williams

6 McCormick
7 McBath

8 Scott, A.

9 Clyde

10 Collins

11 Loudermilk
12 Allen

13 Scott, D.
14 Greene

Hawan
1 Case
2 Tokuda
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IpaHo

1
2

I

1
2
3
4
5 Quigley
6
7
8
9

Fulcher
Simpson
LINOIS
Jackson
Kelly
Ramirez
Garcia

Casten
Davis, D.
Krishnamoorthi

Schakowsky

10 Schneider
11 Foster

12 Bost

13 Budzinski
14 Underwood
15 Miller

16 LaHood
17 Sorensen

INDIANA
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Mrvan
Yakym
Banks
Baird
Spartz
Pence
Carson
Bucshon
Houchin

Miller-Meeks
Hinson
Nunn
Feenstra

Kansas

1
2
3
4

Mann
LaTurner
Davids
Estes

Kentucky

o L o N~

Comer
Guthrie
McGarvey
Massie
Rogers
Barr

Louisiana

M
1
2

M
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Scalise
Carter, T.
Higgins
Johnson
Letlow
Graves

AINE
Pingree
Golden

ARYLAND

Harris

Ruppersberger

Sarbanes

Ivey

Hoyer

Trone

Mfume

Raskin

ASSACHUSETTS
Neal
McGovern
Trahan
Auchincloss
Clark
Moulton
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7 DPressley
8 Lynch
9 Keating

MicHIGAN
Bergman
Moolenaar
Scholten
Huizenga
Walberg
Dingell
Slotkin
Kildee
McClain
10 James

11 Stevens
12 Tlaib

13 Thanedar

MINNESOTA
Finstad
Craig
Phillips
McCollum
Omar
Emmer
Fischbach
Stauber
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S g S\ N W N~

MississipPi

1 Kelly

2 Thompson
3 Guest

4 Ezell

Missouri

1 Bush
2 Wagner

3 Luetkemeyer
4 Alford

5 Cleaver

6 Graves

7 Burlison

8

Mo

1

Smith

NTANA
Zinke

2 Rosendale

NEBRASKA

1 Flood
2 Bacon
3 Smith

NEvADA

1 Titus

2 Amodei

3  Lee

4 Horsford

New HAMPSHIRE
1 Pappas
2 Kuster

NEw JERSEY
Norcross
Van Drew
Kim
Smith
Gottheimer
Pallone
Kean
Menendez
Pascrell

10 Payne, Jr.
11 Sherrill
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12 Watson Coleman

New MExico
1 Stansbury

2 Vasquez

1
N
N
N
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New York PENNSYLVANIA

1  Lalota Y v Y Y Y Y Y 1 Fitzpatrick Yy v Y Y N N Y
2 Garbarino Yy r Yy vy vy y y 2 Boyle NNONY NN Y
3 Santos Y v Y Y Y Y Y 3 Evans N N N Y N N Y
4 D'Esposito Y v Yy N oY N Y 4 Dean N N N Y N N Y
5  Meeks N N N Y N Ny 5 Scanlon N N N Y N N Y
6 Meng N N N Y N N Y 6 Houlahan N N N Y N N Y
7 Veldzquez NN N Y NN Y 7 Wild NNONY NN Y
8 Jeffries N N N Y N N Y 8 Cartwright N N N Y N N Y
9 Clarke N N N Y N N 9 Meuser yor Yy y vy y y
10 Goldman N NN Y N N Y 10 Perry Yy v Y Y Y Y oy
11 Malliotakis Y oy Y Y Y Yy o 11 Smucker Yy vy Yy Yy Yy y ¥
12 Nadler NN N Y N N Y 12 Lee N N N N N N N
13 Espaillat N N N Y N N Y 13 Joyce Yy v Y Y Y Y v
14 Ocasio-Cortez N N N N N NN 14 Reschenthaler Y Y Y Y ¥ ¥ ¥
15 Torres N N N Y N N Y 15 Thompson Yy v Y Y Y .
16 Bowman N N N N W N N 16 Kelly Y NN Y Y Y N
17 Lawler N Y Y Y Y Y Y 17 Deluzio N N N Y N NN
18 Ryan N N N Y N N Y s
9 /T"’”/il:'“’” L L L 1 L L ¥ I Cicilline NONON W N
20 lonko .
2 M N N N Y N N Y
21 Stefanik VA T T T T : cagazmer
o ouTH CAROLINA
22 Williams Y v Y Y Y Y Y I Muace Yoy v v v oW
23 Langworthy Yy Yy Yy Yy oy y y .
2 Wilson Yy v Y Y Y Y v
24 TIenney Yoy Y Y Y Yo
3 Duncan Yy v Y Y Y Y oy
25 Morelle N N N Y N N Y .
26 Higoi NN N " N N Y 4 Timmons Yy v Y Y Y Y oy
188Ins 5 Norman A T T T T B
NoRTH CAROLINA 6 Clyburn NNON Y NN Y
1 Davis N NN Y N NN 7 Fry Yy v Y Y Y Y v
2 Ross NWON Y NN Y e
3 Murphy ey al Johnson S T T T A
4 Foushee N N N Y N N Y -
5  Foxx Y v Y Y Y Y Y LA
6 Manning N N N Y N N Y 1 Harshbﬂrger Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
7 Rouzer Y oy Y Y oy oy y 2 Burchett Yy r N Y Y Yy y
8  Bishop Y oy y y y Yooy 3 Fleischmann Y Y Y ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
9  Hudson Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 4 DesJarlais Yy v Y Y Y Y ¥
10 McHenry Yy r Yy vy vy vy y 5 Ogles Yy Yy Y oy ¥y ¥
11 Edwards Yy Yy Yy oy ¥y y y 6 Rose Yy Y Yy Y Yy y y
12 Adams NN N Y N N Y 7 Green Yy or Yy y vy y y
13 Nickel N N N Y N N Y 8  Kustoff Yy v Y Y WY Y
14 Jackson NONN Y NN Y 9 Cohen L
NortH Dakota Texas
a-l Armstrong Yy Y Yy Yy oy y y 1 Moran Yy r Yy y y y y
2 Crenshaw Yy or oy Yy vy y y
°“'°L . oy 3 Self A A T T
1 Landsman 4 Fallon (A S O T A
; l‘s’%mtmp ; L L ¥ L L ¥ 5 Gooden A S S T T
7 Jodan L T A VR A B ¢ Elag oty
7 Fletcher NN N Y N N Y
5 Latta Y v Y Y Y Y Y
8  Luttrell Yy v Y Y Y Y N
6 Johnson Yy r Yy Yy vy y v
. 9 Green, A. N N N Y N N Y
7 Miller Yy Yy Yy y ¥y y y
. 10 McCaul Yy v Y Y Y Y oy
8  Davidson Y oy Y Y Y Yy v
11 Pfluger yor Yy y vy y y
9 Kaptur N N N Y N N Y
12 Granger Yy v Y Y Y Y oy
10 Turner Y oy Y N Y N Y
07 B NN N Y NN Y 13 Jackson Yy or Yy y y y y
14 Weber Yy Y Yy Yy Yy y y
12 Balderson Y oy Y Y Y Y v i5 D e Cro YOy Y Y Y Yy
13 Sykes NN NN Ny 16 Escobar NN N YN N Y
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Texas (cont’p)
32 Allred
33 Veasey
34 Gonzalez
35 Casar
36 Babin
37 Doggett
38 Hunt

Uran

1 Moore
2 Stewart
3 Curtis
4 Owens

VERMONT
a-/ Balint

VIRGINIA
Wittman
Kiggans
Scott, R.
McClellan
Good
Cline
Spanberger
Beyer
Griffith
10 Wexton
11 Connolly
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WASsHINGTON
DelBene
Larsen
Perez
Newhouse
McMorris
Rodgers
Kilmer
Jayapal
Schrier
9  Smith
10 Strickland

WEsT ViRGINIA
1 Miller
2 Mooney
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Wisconsin

Steil
Pocan

Van Orden
Moore
Fitzgerald
Grothman
Tiffany
Gallagher
WromMiNG

a-l Hageman
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Democrats
Republicans

Independents

Y = “Yes” (vote in favor of the mea-
sure described in vote descrip-
tion)

N = “No” (vote against the measure
described in vote description)

P = No vote was cast, but a measure
was made to note the Congressman
was “Present”

NV = No vote recorded on the
measure described in vote
description

Blank space indicates that person was
not in office when votes were cast.




HOW LAWS ARE MADE

Laws may be initiated in either chamber of Congress, the House of Representatives or the Senate. As the majority of
laws originate in the House of Representatives, this summary will focus principally on the procedure in that body.

1. When a Representative has an idea for a new law, s/he becomes the sponsor of that bill and introduces it by giving
it to the clerk of the House or by placing it in a box, called the hopper. The clerk assigns a legislative number to the
bill, with “H.R.” for bills introduced in the House and “S.” for bills introduced in the Senate. The Government Printing
Office (GPO) then prints the bill and distributes copies to each representative.

2. Next, the bill is assigned to a committee (the House has 20 standing committees, each with jurisdiction over bills in
certain areas) by the Speaker of the House so that it can be studied.

The standing committee (or often a subcommittee) studies the bill and hears testimony from experts and people
interested in the bill. The committee then may release the bill with a recommendation to pass it, or revise the bill and
release it, or [ay it aside so that the House cannot vote on it. Releasing the bill is called reporting it out, while [aying it
aside is called tabling.

3. If the bill s released, it then goes on a calendar (a list of bills awaiting action). Here the House Rules Committee
may call for the bill to be voted on quickly, limit the debate, or limit or prohibit amendments. Undisputed bills may be
passed by unanimous consent, or by a two-thirds vote if members agree to suspend the rules.

4. The bill now goes to the floor of the House for consideration and begins with a complete reading of the bill (sometimes
this is the only complete reading). A third reading (title only) occurs after any amendments have been added. If the bill
passes by simple majority (218 of 435), the bill moves to the Senate.

5. In order to be introduced in the Senate, a Senator must be recognized by the Presiding Officer and announce the
introduction of the bill. Sometimes, when a bill has passed in one house, it becomes known as an act; however, this
term usually means a bill that has been passed by both houses and becomes law.

0. Just as in the House, the bill then is assigned to a committee. It is assigned to one of the Senate's 20 standing
committees by the Presiding Officer. The Senate committee studies and either releases or tables the bill just like the
House standing committee.

1. Once released, the bill goes to the Senate floor for consideration. Bills are voted on in the Senate based on the order
they come from the committee; however, an urgent bill may be pushed ahead by leaders of the majority party. When
the Senate considers the bill, they can vote on it indefinitely. When there is no more debate, the billis voted on. A simple
majority (51 of 100) passes the bill.

8. The bill now moves onto a conference committee, which is made up of members from each chamber. The committee
works out any differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill. The revised bill is sent back to both the
House and Senate for their final approval. Once approved, the bill is printed by the Government Printing Office (GPO)
in a process called enrolling. The clerk from the introducing chamber certifies the final version.

9. The enrolled bill is now signed by the Speaker of the House and then the Vice President. Finally, it is sent for
presidential consideration. The President has 10 days to sign or veto the enrolled bill. If the President vetoes the bill, it
can still become a law if two-thirds of the Senate and two-thirds of the House then vote in favor of the bill.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Act. Abill or joint resolution which has passed both chambers of Congress in identical form, been signed into law by the president, or passed over his veto, thus becoming law.
Technically, this term also refers to a bill that has been passed by one house and engrossed (prepared as an official copy).

Amendment. A proposal to alter the text of a pending bill or other measure by striking out some of it, by inserting new language, or both.

Appropriation. The provision of funds, through an annual appropriations act or a permanent law, for federal agencies to make payments out of the Treasury for specified
PUTPOSES.

Bill. The principal vehicle employed by lawmakers for introducing their proposals (enacting or repealing laws, for example) in the Senate and House. Bills are designated .1, .
2,H.1,H.2, and so on depending on the order in which they are introduced. They address either matters of general interest (“public bills”) or narrow interest (“private bills”),
such as immigration cases and individual claims against the Federal government.

Caucus. An informal organization of members of the House or the Senate, or both, that exists to discuss issues of mutual concern and possibly to perform legislative research
and policy planning for its members. There are regional, political or ideological, ethnic, and economic-based caucuses.

Cloture. The only procedure by which the Senate can place a time limit on consideration of a bill or other matter, and thereby overcome filibuster. Under the cloture rule, the
Senate may limit consideration of a pending matter to 30 additional hours, but only by vote of three-fifths of the full Senate, normally 60 votes.

Committee. Subsidiary organizations established for the purpose of considering legislation, conducting hearings and investigations, or carrying out other assignments as
instructed by the parent chamber.

Ex Officio. Literally, by virtue of one’s office. The term refers to the practice under rules that allows the chairman and ranking minority member of a committee to
participate in any of the subcommittees of that committee, but generally not to vote.

Filibuster. Informal term for any attempt to block or delay action on a bill or other matter by debating it at length, by offering numerous procedural motions, or by any
other delaying or obstructive actions.

Floor Leaders. The majority leader and minority leader are elected by their respective party conferences to serve as the chief spokesmen for their parties and to manage
and schedule the legislative and executive business. By custom, the presiding officer gives the floor leaders priority in obtaining recognition to speak on the floor.

Hearing. A meeting of a committee or subcommittee — generally open to the public — to take testimony in order to gather information and opinions on proposed
legislation, to conduct an investigation, or review the operation or other aspects of a Federal agency or program.

Hold. An informal practice by which a lawmaker informs his or her floor leader that he or she does not wish a particular bill or other measure to reach the floor for
consideration. The majority leader need not follow the lawmaker’s wishes, but is on notice that the opposing lawmaker may filibuster any motion to proceed to consider the
measure.

“Lame-Duck” Session. When Congress (or either chamber) reconvenes in an even-numbered year following the November general elections to consider various items of
business. Some lawmakers who return for this session will not be in the next Congress. Hence, they are informally called “lame duck” members participating in a “lame duck”
session.

Layover. Informal term for a period of delay required by rule. For example, when a bill or other measure is reported from committee, it may be considered on the floor only
after it “lies over” for one legislative day and after the written report has been available for two calendar days. Layover periods may be waived by unanimous consent.

Majority and Minority Leaders. See Floor Leaders.
Motion to Table. Used in both the Senate and House, if adopted a motion to table permanently kills a pending matter and ends any further debate on the matter.

“Must-Pass” Bill. Avitally important measure that Congress must enact, such as annual money bills to fund operations of the government. Because of their must-pass
quality, these measures often attract “riders” (unrelated policy provisos).

Quorum. The number of lawmakers that must be present for the Senate to do business. The Constitution requires a majority of senators (51) for a quorum. Often, fewer
senators are actually present on the floor, but the Senate presumes that a quorum is present unless the contrary is shown by a roll call vote or quorum call.

Ranking Minority Member. The highest ranking (and usually longest serving) minority member of a committee or subcommittee.

Reconciliation Bill. A bill containing changes in law recommended pursuant to reconciliation instructions in a budget resolution. If the instructions pertain to only one
committee in a chamber, that committee reports the reconciliation bill. If the instructions pertain to more than one committee, the Budget Committee reports an omnibus
reconciliation bill, but it may not make substantive changes in the recommendations of the other committees.

Rider. Informal term for a non-germane amendment to a bill or an amendment to an appropriation bill that changes the permanent law governing a program funded by the
bill

Roll Call Vote. A vote in which each senator votes “yea” or “nay” as his or her name is called by the clerk, so that the names of senators voting on each side are recorded.
Under the Constitution, a roll call vote must be held if demanded by one-fifth of a quorum of senators present, a minimum of 11.

Whips. Assistants to the floor leaders who are also elected by their party conferences. The majority and minority whips (and their assistants) are responsible for mobilizing
votes within their parties on major issues. In the absence of a party floor leader, the whip often serves as acting floor leader.
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