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HOW TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
IN CONGRESS

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and
representative vote on issues that matter to you. Contact them regularly
and let them know where you stand. Your message may be as simple
as the samples below:

Addresses:

The Honorable

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter/e-mail:

Dear SenatorfRep,
| am writing to ask you to support/vote against
(issue, bill #, if you know it).

This issue is important and deserves your attention.

Sincerely,

Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121

Sample phone call:

“Hello. My name is and | am a constituent.
| would like to register my opinion on the issue of

Thank you.”

E-mail:  www.Congress.org provides access to all elected officials. To con-
tact your senators and representative, just enter your zip code.

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials after a
vote has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes is as important
as expressing disapproval for unfavorable ones.

Calls, mail and faxes are tallied.

They do make a difference.

JeC

The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education
Foundation, P. 0. Box 541, Highland Park, lllinois 60035. For more
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).

ABOUT THIS VOTER GUIDE

This is Volume VII, Number | of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,
published at least twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation.

The Voter Guide is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to influence the outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.
The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help
you understand the issues before the 110th Congress, to communicate
your opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an
informed participant in the political process.

ABOUT THE JAC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy
and ignorance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take
elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and vote,
and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement
through knowledge of

* how to be an effective advocate
* which legislative issues are important
* what Congressional action has been taken

ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL INDEX

This indicates how each member of the United States Congress
voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the
JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities
who monitor these issues. Included is legislation on the following:

e the United States-lsrael relationship
* separation of religion and state

* reproductive rights

* other community concerns

Read the vote descriptions. Examine the Congressional index to learn
how members of Congress voted. These votes often determine where
members of Congress stand on key issues.
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U.S. House of Representatives

DESCRIPTION OF HOUSE VOTES

. HR 2764. Department of State, Foreign Operations and

Related Programs Appropriations for Fiscal 2008. Passage
of the bill that would appropriate $34.4 billion in fiscal 2008 for foreign
operations and economic assistance, including $2.4 billion in assistance
for Israel and $1.7 billion for Egypt. This is 2% less than President Bush
requested but 10% more than the amount appropriated for fiscal 2007.
The bill includes no money for Iraq. Passed 241-178; 6/22/07. Referred to
the Senate Committee on Appropriations.

. H Con Res 63. Iraq War/Adoption. A concurrent resolution was

adopted that would express support for U.S. military personnel serving

in Iraq, while disapproving of President Bush’s decision to deploy more
than 20,000 additional combat troops to Iraq. Adopted 246-182; 2/16/017.
Referred to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

. HR 6 Clean Energy Act of 2007. Passage of the bill that would

require royalty payments from certain oil and gas companies as well as
limit their tax benefits. The resulting revenues from these companies
would then be used to offset the cost of research into alternative energy
sources and conservation measures. Passed 264-163; [/18/07. Passed the
Senate with amendment 6/21/07.

. HR 4 Medicare Prescription Drug Price Negotiation Act

of 2007/Passage. Passage of the bill that would require Health and
Human Services to negotiate all drug prices on behalf of Medicare drug
beneficiaries. The bill would also prohibit the establishment of a list of

restricted drugs so that no drugs would be precluded from the program.
Passed 255-170; 1/12/07. Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance.

. HR 1429 Head Start Reauthorization/Recommit. McKeon

(R-CA) motion to recommit the bill to the Education and Labor Committee
with instructions that it be immediately reported back with language that
would permit faith-based Head Start providers to take religion into account
in their hiring practices. It also would clarify that faith-based organizations
would not be required to remove “religious art, icons, scripture or other

symbols” in order to be eligible for Head Start programs. Motion rejected

195-222; 5/2/07. HR 1429, Improving Head Start Act of 2007, without the
inclusion of any religious discrimination language, subsequently passed 365-

48. A similar bill was passed by the Senate by unanimous consent 6/19/07.

Senate conferees have been appointed.

. HR 1592 Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes

Prevention Act of 2007. Passage of the bill that would expand

federal hate-crimes law to make certain violent crimes against individuals
which are based upon gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or dis-
ability “stand-alone” hate-crime offenses. The bill would further authorize

$5 million of federal grants in fiscal 2008 and 2009 to assist state and
local law enforcement agencies in the prosecution of violent hate crimes.
Passed 237-180; 5/3/07. Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.
(President Bush has threatened to veto this bill because broadening the
range of federal violent crime enforcement is unnecessary.)

7.5 5 Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007/
Passage. Passage of the bill that would allow federal funding for
research on embryonic stem cell lines derived from surplus embryos at “in
vitro” fertilization clinics where donors consented and were not paid for the
embryos. Passed in the Senate 63-34, 4/11/07. Passed (thus cleared for
the President) 247-176; 6/1/07. The President subsequently vetoed the bill.

8. HR 2643 Department of the Interior-Environment and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act of Fiscal 2008/
Passage. Passage of the bill that would appropriate $27.6 billion for
the Interior Department, the EPA and related agencies in fiscal 2008.
Included in the bill is $160 million each for the National Endowment for
the Arts and the Humanities, and $50 million for a two year commission
on dimate change. Passed 272-155; 6/27/07. Placed on Senate Legislative
(alendar.

9.S Con Res 21 Fiscal 2008 Budget Resolution/Conference
Report. Adoption of the conference report that would allow up to
$954.1 billion in discretionary spending in fiscal 2008, plus $145.2 billion
for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would also emphasize balancing
the budget in five years by offsetting tax cuts against a projected fiscal
2012 budgetary surplus. Adopted 214-209 5/17/07 and adopted by the
Senate 52-40 on the same day.

10. HR 2764 Fiscal 2008 State-Foreign Operations
Appropriations/Donated Contraceptives. Lowey (D-NY) amend-
ment that would clarify that no contract or grant to provide donated
contraceptives in developing countries would be denied to any non-govern-
mental organizations solely on the basis of the Mexico City policy, which
bars US. aid to international family planning organizations that perform
or promote abortions, even if they use their own funds to do so. Adopted
223-201; 6/21/07. The President has said he will veto the bill, HR 2764, if
it includes this amendment.
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2 Herger

3 Lungren

4 Doolittle
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6 Woolsey

1 Miller, George
8 Pelosi
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DESCRIPTION OF SENATE VOTES

I. S 574 Iraq War/Cloture. Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting
debate) on the motion to proceed to the bill that would express Congress’
support of the US. military serving in Iraq, yet would disapprove of President
Bush's decision to deploy more than 20,000 additional U.S. combat troops. It
would also require the president to submit a report to Congress on military
progress in Iraq every 30 days. Motion rejected 56-34; 2/17/07 (Three-fifths of
the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture.) Measure withdrawn. (The
identical underlying resolution was adopted by the House one day earlier.)

2.5 ] Res 9 Iraq Mission/Passage. The passage of this joint resolution
would establish a more limited mission for U.S. forces in Irag, and would set
a binding goal of withdrawing most combat troops by March 31, 2008. The
measure would require the President, within 120 days of enactment, to limit the
U.S. mission to counter-terrorism efforts, training Iraqi forces and protecting U.S.
assets. Rejected 48-50; 3/15/07.

3. HR 6 Clean Energy Act of 2007/Passage. The passage of the bill
would overhaul national energy policies. The bill would increase the Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards to 35 miles per gallon by 2020. The
bill would also make price gouging a federal crime in a “national energy emer-
gency” and subject the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries to
US. antitrust laws. The bill mandates the use of 36 billion gallons of biofuels
annually by 2022 and promotes new energy technology encouraging carbon
sequestration. Passed 65-27; 6/21/07. This amended HR 6 as passed by the
House on 1/18/07. The House is expected to debate additional energy policy
provisions after the July Fourth recess.

4.5 1639 Unaccompanied Alien Child Protection Act of
2007 (A Bill to Provide Comprehensive Immigration
Reform)/Cloture. Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the
bill that would overhaul U.S. immigration policies. The bill would provide for
a temporary guest worker program and would institute new border security
measures. Motion rejected 46-53; 6/28/07. Three-fifths of the total Senate (60)
is required to invoke cloture. For the near future, the failure to invoke cloture
ended the effort to overhaul immigration laws. It is possible that sections of
the bill may be brought as separate legislation.
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5.8 3 Medicare Prescription Drug Price Negotiation Act
of 2007/Cloture Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the
motion to proceed to the bill that would allow the Department of Health and
Human Services to negotiate with drug companies the price of drugs covered
under the Medicare Part D prescription drug program. Motion rejected 55-42;
4/18/07. Three-fifths of the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture. The
vote was 5 votes short of the number needed to prevent a filibuster and taken
off the floor. Language could be attached to another health care bill or modi-
fied with more specific negotiating authority at a later date.

6. S 5 Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007/
Passage. Passage of the bill that would allow for the use of federal fund-
ing for research on embryonic stem cell lines derived from surplus embryos at
“in vitro” fertilization clinics, where donors consented and were not paid for
the embryos. Passed 63-34; 4/11/07. The House cleared § 5 on 6/7/07. The
President subsequently vetod the bill.

7.S Con Res 21 Fiscal 2008 Budget Resolution/Conference
Report. Adoption of the conference report that would allow up to $954.1
billion in discretionary spending in fiscal 2008, plus $145.2 billion for opera-
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan. The total would include $503.8 for defense, with-
out the war money. Non-defense programs would get $450.8 billion. It would
reinstate pay-as-you-go rules in the Senate and establish a “trigger” mechanism
in the House that would block tax cuts if a projected fiscal 2012 surplus does
not materialize. Adopted 52-40; 5/17/07.
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